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RAUS AUS DER KRISE, REIN IN
DIE ZUKUNFT

Ton Emans

President, Plastics Recyclers Europe

Dresden, 24 Juni 2025




PLASTICS RE\QCLERS EUROPE
making plastics circular >*

* X




PLASTICS RE\YCLERS EUROPE
making plastics circular *

I




[
PLASTICS RE\YCLERS EUROPE
making plastics circul

World's plastic production expected to surpass 700 million tonnes by 2040
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the piastics production woridwide in miliion tonnes, 1950-2040 .
P P 730-760 million tonnes by 2040
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1.2 MILLION TONNES OF PLASTICS WERE
PRODUCED EVERY DAY WORLDWIDE IN 2024
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Sources: Plastics Europe , OECD, Systemiq, PRE estimation.
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Created with Datawrapper
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GLOBAL PLASTIC PRODUCTION

Sources: Plastics Europe,
OECD, PRE estimation.
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DOWNWARD SHIFT IN EU’S PLASTIC PRODUCTION

EU plastics production expected to be at 2000 level in 2024

Evolution of the plastics production in EU27+3 in million tonnes, 1950-2024
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Created with Datawrapper Source: Plastics Europe (2024), *PRE estimation.
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CURRENT SITUATION IS ALARMING

The installed recycling capacity grew by 6% in 2023, with negligible growth expected in 2024

Evolution of the installed plastics recycling capacity in million tonnes in EU27+3 countries, 2014-2024
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+375 Kt IN COMPANIES’

CLOSURES

(2023-2024, recycling LDPE,
HDPE, PP, PET and PVC)

Delayed investments in
chemical recycling

2014 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024*

P aa— *2024 is a preliminary estimate | Source: Plastics Recyclers Europe.




puasrics ne(ens eurore IF THE CURRENT TREND CONTINUES, a@a =
2030 PPWR TARGETS WILL BE MISSED

Current capacity projections vs PPWR targets
Installed plastics recycling capacity in EU27+3 countries in plastics packaging, 2022-2040

© EUs installed recycling capacity (plastics packaging) [l Extra capacity needed or imports of recycled material
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20 Recession threatens EU recycling
& recycled content targets

Millions of tonnes

2029 2030 2031 2032 2033 2034 2035 2036 2037 2

2028

2027

2026

2024 2025

2022 2023

Created with Datawrapper Source: Plastics R



WHAT IS THE ACTUAL RECYCLING RATE?
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IRV NS TO SAVE THE

PLASTIC RECYCLING INDUSTRY

% Short-term measures:

Stricter control on virgin & recycled
plastic imports with lesser production
standards

Provide temporary financial support
for recyclers

Creates a fair level playing field
between recyclates and virgin
plastics

Incentives for using recyclates (for
brands, converters)

Long-term measures:

Recognition of the industry as a key
actor in the circular economy

Coordinated EU investment in sorting
and recycling infrastructure

Mandatory minimum recycled
content by product category

Develop a design for recycling
ecosystem

Regional recycling first: prioritize circular
economy and champion "Made in EU”



WE HAVE STARTED THE CHANGE - BUT WE
CAN'T SUCCEED ALONE.

POLICY, THE MARKET -AND YOU -
NEED TO STEP UP.

DO WE LEAD, OR FALL BACK?
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RECYCLERS EUROPE

Avenue de Broqueville, 12
1150 Brussels — Belgium
+32 2 786 39 08



mailto:info@plasticsrecyclers.eu
http://www.plasticsrecyclers.eu/
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